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Abstract

The importance of RALIS (Wednesday Literacy) lies in its potential to foster a culture of
reading among students, addressing the critical issue of low reading interest. This program
encourages students to engage with a wide variety of texts every Wednesday, creating a
consistent habit that improves their reading skills and comprehension. By incorporating
enjoyable and diverse reading materials, RALIS not only makes reading more accessible but
also transforms it into an appealing activity. Moreover, the initiative provides a structured yet
flexible approach that supports students of varying literacy levels. Through RALIS, schools aim
to cultivate a generation of avid readers who are better equipped for academic success and
lifelong learning. The program’s implementation has shown promising results in boosting
students' enthusiasm for reading. By dedicating a specific day each week to literacy activities,
RALIS creates a sense of anticipation and routine that strengthens students' connection with
reading. Teachers play a crucial role in guiding and motivating students, curating materials that
align with their interests and academic needs. Additionally, peer interactions during literacy
discussions foster collaborative learning and encourage students to share insights, thereby
enriching their reading experience.RALIS also contributes to the development of critical
thinking and analytical skills, as students are encouraged to reflect on and discuss the content
they read. This process not only enhances their understanding but also builds confidence in
expressing ideas and opinions. Furthermore, the program addresses the growing concern about
digital distractions by offering an intentional pause from screen time, redirecting students’ focus
toward meaningful, print-based or digital reading activities.The success of RALIS can be
attributed to its strategic design and its alignment with broader educational goals. By promoting
reading as a pleasurable and rewarding habit, the program helps to bridge gaps in literacy levels,
reduce reading anxiety, and instill a lifelong appreciation for knowledge. With continuous
support and adaptation to meet students’ evolving interests, RALIS holds significant potential
to transform reading attitudes and contribute to holistic education.
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Introduction

The importance of literacy programs in schools has become a significant focus in
education today. One such initiative, RALIS (Wednesday Literacy), aims to address the
declining interest in reading among students by providing structured and engaging activities
dedicated to fostering a love for books. By allocating a specific day each week for literacy,
RALIS seeks to instill reading habits that extend beyond the classroom and into students' daily
lives (Yu & Zhang, 2022).

In an era dominated by digital media, many students find traditional reading less
appealing, which can negatively impact their academic performance and critical thinking skills.
Programs like RALIS not only create a consistent routine for reading but also promote an
interactive environment where students can explore various genres, share insights with peers,
and develop a deeper appreciation for literature.

Moreover, RALIS emphasizes the importance of collaboration among teachers, parents,
and the community to build a supportive literacy culture. By integrating creative methods such
as book clubs, storytelling sessions, and reading competitions, this program addresses the
diverse interests of students and keeps them motivated to read regularly.

This initiative also aligns with broader educational goals to enhance literacy rates and
prepare students for a future where reading comprehension is essential for lifelong learning.
Through RALIS, schools have a unique opportunity to ignite a passion for reading, ultimately
contributing to the holistic development of students (Mohammadi, 2024).

The impact of RALIS on student reading interest is both immediate and long-term. In
the short term, the program provides a structured opportunity for students to engage with
reading materials that may not be part of their regular curriculum. This exposure allows them
to discover books that resonate with their personal interests, making reading a more enjoyable
and less daunting activity. Over time, this consistent exposure can cultivate intrinsic
motivation, where students read for pleasure rather than out of obligation.

Furthermore, RALIS fosters a sense of community among students, as it encourages
them to discuss their reading experiences and share recommendations. These interactions
create a collaborative learning environment, where students not only improve their
comprehension skills but also develop empathy and a broader perspective on diverse topics.
The program also nurtures a growth mindset, as students are challenged to explore unfamiliar
genres and ideas through their reading.
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Teachers play a pivotal role in the success of RALIS by curating reading materials and
activities that cater to different learning styles and literacy levels. They act as facilitators who
guide discussions, provide encouragement, and model a passion for reading. This involvement
helps bridge the gap between reading as an academic requirement and as a source of personal
enrichment. Additionally, parents are encouraged to participate by supporting their children’s
reading at home, further reinforcing the program’s objectives (Nakata et al., 2022).

The long-term benefits of RALIS are evident in the academic and personal growth of
students. Improved reading skills translate to better performance in subjects across the
curriculum, as students develop the ability to analyze texts, synthesize information, and
articulate their thoughts effectively. Beyond academics, a strong reading habit equips students
with critical thinking and problem-solving skills that are invaluable in their future endeavors.

In conclusion, RALIS represents a powerful tool to revive and enhance students' interest
in reading. By creating a dedicated time and space for literacy activities, it addresses the
challenges of declining reading engagement in a meaningful and sustainable way. Through the
combined efforts of educators, parents, and the community, RALIS has the potential to
transform students into lifelong readers, setting them on a path of continuous learning and
personal growth.

Methods

This study utilized a qualitative approach to explore the impact of RALIS (Wednesday
Literacy) activities on students' reading interest. The participants included students and
teachers from selected schools actively implementing the RALIS program. Data collection was
conducted through direct observation during the RALIS sessions, semi-structured interviews
with teachers and students, and a review of relevant school documents, such as literacy activity
schedules and reading logs (Babapour et al., 2019).

The observation focused on identifying how RALIS sessions were structured and
conducted, including the types of reading materials provided, the strategies used to engage
students, and the level of participation observed among students. Interviews were designed to
capture participants' perceptions, experiences, and the perceived benefits of RALIS. Teachers
were asked about their strategies for promoting reading, while students were encouraged to
share their favorite aspects of RALIS and how it influenced their reading habits.

The data analysis process involved coding and categorizing the collected data to
identify recurring themes and patterns. The thematic analysis was used to gain insights into the
effectiveness of RALIS in fostering a reading culture and pinpointing challenges that hinder
its implementation. Triangulation was applied by cross-verifying findings from different
sources to ensure the reliability and validity of the conclusions drawn.

Through this methodological approach, the study sought to provide a comprehensive

understanding of how RALIS contributes to increasing students' interest in reading and to
recommend (Barber & Klauda, 2020).
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Discussion

RALIS, an acronym for Wednesday Literacy, is an innovative initiative designed to
foster a culture of reading among students. In the modern educational landscape, promoting
reading is essential to developing critical thinking, expanding vocabulary, and enhancing
overall academic performance. This program, implemented weekly, serves as a dedicated time
for students to immerse themselves in literature, creating a habit that extends beyond the
classroom.

One of the core benefits of RALIS is its ability to create a structured environment that
prioritizes reading. By allocating a specific day each week, schools emphasize the importance
of literacy in a consistent and impactful manner. This regular exposure helps students develop
discipline and encourages them to explore diverse genres and authors, broadening their
horizons.

Moreover, RALIS plays a significant role in combating declining reading interest, a
challenge exacerbated by the dominance of digital entertainment. By making reading a
collective activity, students are inspired by their peers, fostering a sense of community and
shared learning. This peer influence often motivates reluctant readers to engage with books,
transforming reading from an obligation into a shared passion (Sanaie et al., 2019).

The program also leverages creative strategies to sustain interest and excitement.
Activities such as book discussions, author spotlights, and reading challenges make the
experience interactive and enjoyable. Teachers and librarians play pivotal roles in curating
materials that resonate with students' preferences while introducing them to new and
challenging content.

In conclusion, RALIS is a crucial step in addressing the need for improved literacy rates
and fostering a lifelong love for reading. By creating a supportive and engaging environment,
the initiative not only enhances academic outcomes but also enriches students' personal growth
and development.

The success of RALIS also lies in its ability to adapt to the unique needs of each school
community. Schools can customize the program to align with their students’ interests and
reading levels. For example, younger students might engage in storytelling sessions or picture
book readings, while older students could delve into novels, biographies, or even research
articles. This adaptability ensures that every student finds the program relevant and accessible,
maximizing its impact (Prayuda, Purba, et al., 2024).

Parental involvement further amplifies the effectiveness of RALIS. When parents are
encouraged to support reading at home, it creates a seamless connection between school and
family environments. Simple actions like discussing the books their children are reading,
visiting libraries together, or setting up a reading corner at home reinforce the value of literacy.
This shared commitment to reading strengthens the habit and turns it into a lifelong practice.
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Technology can also be integrated into RALIS to make it more appealing in a digital
age. Schools can utilize e-books, audiobooks, and online reading platforms to diversify
resources and engage tech-savvy students. Virtual book clubs or forums provide additional
spaces for discussions and reflections, allowing students to share their thoughts with a broader
audience, including peers from other schools or regions.

Furthermore, the long-term impact of RALIS extends beyond academic performance.
Students who develop strong reading habits through programs like RALIS are better equipped
to navigate the complexities of the modern world. Reading enhances empathy, improves
communication skills, and fosters creativity—traits that are essential for success in both
personal and professional spheres.

In the broader context, initiatives like RALIS contribute to building a literate society.
When schools consistently prioritize literacy, they instill a value for learning and critical
thinking that influences entire communities. Students who experience the benefits of reading
are more likely to advocate for its importance, inspiring others to adopt similar habits and
creating a ripple effect that can transform educational and social landscapes.

In essence, RALIS is more than just a school program—it is a movement to reignite a
love for reading in an age where it is often overlooked. By nurturing curiosity, building
confidence, and fostering a lifelong passion for learning, RALIS equips students with the tools
they need to thrive in an ever-changing world (Prayuda, Gultom, et al., 2024).

Conclusion

The implementation of RALIS (Wednesday Literacy) plays a crucial role in fostering a culture
of reading among students (Pressley et al., 2023). By dedicating a specific day to literacy
activities, students are encouraged to explore various reading materials, enhancing their
comprehension skills and broadening their perspectives. This initiative not only stimulates
interest in reading but also helps in building lifelong learning habits.Furthermore, RALIS
promotes a supportive environment where students can share insights and discuss what they
read, making reading a more engaging and communal activity. The consistency of weekly
literacy sessions reinforces discipline, enabling students to prioritize reading as a regular
practice in their daily lives.In the long term, programs like RALIS can significantly contribute
to improving literacy levels and academic performance (Vaughn et al., 2024). It also aligns with
the broader educational goals of nurturing critical thinking and creativity. Thus, the RALIS
initiative is an effective strategy to instill a love for reading and empower students to thrive in
a knowledge-driven world.
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